The Superpowers and the Middle East

and security in the area directly adjacent to the Soviet borders meets tbe
\ital interests of ihe Soviet peoples.

With due account taken of the situation, the Soviet Union is doing
and will continue to do everything in its power to prevent a violation of
pe^ce and security in the Near East and safeguard the legitimate rights
of the peoples.

APPENDIX XII

SOVIET PREMIER ALEKSEI N. KOSYGIN'S SPEECH AT THE
EMERGENCY SPECIAL SESSION OF THE U.N. GENERAL
ASSEMBLY ON JUNE 19, 1967.*

Mr. President, distinguished delegates:

Representatives from almost all states of the world have gathered for
the emergency special session of the United Nations General Assembly
to consider the grave and dangerous situation which has developed in
recent days in the Middle East and which arouses deep concern every-
where.

True enough, no hostilities are being waged there at this moment, Tbe
fact that there has been a ceasefire is a certain success of the peace-loving
forces. It also does considerable credit to the Security Council, though
it failed to discharge fully its obligations under the United Nations Char-
ter. The aggression is continuing. The armed forces of Israel occupy terri-
tories hi the U*A.R., Syria and Jordan.

As long as the Israeli troops continue to occupy the seized territories,
and urgent measures are not taken to eliminate the consequences of tbe
aggression, a military conflict can flare up any minute with a new intensity.

That is exactly why tke Soviet Union took the initiative in convening
an emergency session of the General Assembly. We are gratified to note
that many states supported our proposal. Thus they displayed their aware-
ness of the dangers with which the situation is fraught and manifested
their concern for the consolidation of peace.

The General Assembly is confronted with a responsible task of adopting
decisions that would clear the way toward the restoration of peace in the
Middle East, This task concerns all states irrespective of differences in

If ark Times, 20 lime 1967; Pravda, 20 June 1967.
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